 PSO Policy Advisory 15 – 011
Noncompetitive Contracts Awarded Based on Urgency
BLUF: Effective 13 APR 2015, Contracting Officers must take steps to improve oversight of contracts awarded on the basis of unusual and compelling urgency. 
1. References  
a. Government Accountability Office (GAO) Report, GAO-14-304, “FEDERAL CONTRACTING: Noncompetitive Contracts Based on Urgency Need Additional Oversight” http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-304 26 MAR 2014. 
b. Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement (FAR): Part 6.3: OTHER THAN FULL AND OPENT COMPEITION FAR -- Part 6.
c. USD (AT&L) Memorandum: Noncompetitive Contracts Awarded Based on Urgency http://www.acq.osd.mil/dpap/policy/policyvault/USA001100-15-DPAP.pdf

 HYPERLINK "http://www.acq.osd.mil/dpap/policy/policyvault/USA001100-15-DPAP.pdf"  13 APR 2015. 
2. The above referenced GAO Report included 3 recommendations to improve oversight of  contracts awarded on the basis of unusual and compelling urgency:
a. Establish a process for documenting that justifications were publicly posted in accordance with FAR 6.304.

b. Provide guidance on actions to take when approval signatures are not obtained to post justifications within 30 days.

c. Develop an oversight mechanism when the cumulative value of noncompetitive contracts awarded based on urgency increases considerably beyond the initial contract award value. 
3. When approval signatures are not obtained within the required time frame, or the value of the contract increases beyond the initial contract award value, the contracting officer is expected to notify management to comply with the approval signature level prescribed at FAR 6.304. 

a. Agencies should establish oversight mechanisms to ensure the appropriate J&A approval level is obtained based on the contract value. 
4. Contracting officers are encouraged to document the contract file to demonstrate that the J&A was made publically available in accordance with FAR 6.305. 
5. The POC for the action is Ms. Carrie E. Campbell, Carrie.E.Campbell4.civ@mail.mil, 571-372-2609. 
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